
Biographical Information 
Nearly 7 decades of residency, graduated Sitka High School and attended UAS Sitka.  Mother of 2 
children and 4 stepchildren, grandmother of 14 and great grandma of 3.  Spouse is Connor Nelson, a 
local business person.  Currently retired and has her own accounting business.  Former mayor and 
assembly member (1998-2002, 2004-2005, 2018-2021).  19-year cancer survivor.  Member of Pioneers 
of Alaska, Sons of Norway, Emblem Club & Women of the Moose.  Hobbies include beachcombing, berry 
picking, boating, fishing, hiking and jigsaw puzzles. 

Seven siblings that were all born and raised in Sitka, a mother and father that were born in Petersburg 
and Sitka and raised here, and grandparents that came to Sitka over 10 decades are evidence of deep 
roots in the community. 

Advocacy Statement 
I’m Valorie Nelson, I chose to be a candidate for mayor for the same reasons I decided to do so 20 years 
ago.  I feel that many fail to get involved or vote because you feel that your input does not make a 
difference.  I have experienced those same feelings while attending assembly meetings recently to speak 
on issues and being told that they only want to hear what I have to say as long as I don’t speak for more 
than 3 minutes.  I’d like to bring back the format where we do not enforce time limits except on rare 
occasions for public testimony and feel that the mayor has the ability to rein somebody in if they should 
ramble.  I’d like to see the public treated with more respect while testifying in front of our elected 
representatives no matter what their position is on the issues at hand.  Another issue is the ever 
increasing cost of living in our community and we need elected officials that are not afraid to ask the 
tough questions of administration and staff and not “rubber stamp” everything that is brought forward. 

If you’re looking for someone who has common sense, the ability to think independently, act decisively 
and make fair and informed decisions, please vote for me in October.  
 

 


